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Calendar  
 Of Events 

All our programs are 
open to the public. 

 

Sun., Nov. 1 at  2pm  
òAt the Beaumont 
House Hearthó 

Cooking & herbal remedies 

with Sara Cross 

 

Sun., Nov. 15  1 -4pm  

Antiques  Appraisal 

Day 
1 item  $3 or 4 items $10  

Auctioneer E. S. Eldridge 

and area antique dealers 

are the volunteer 

appraisers 

 

Sun., Nov. 22 at 2 pm  

òDefining Farming 

Traditionsó 
A conversation 

moderated by Katie Lamb 

 

Sun., Dec. 6 at 6 pm  

Community Tree 

Lighting  
Cookies & cider served 

Train display opening!  

 

Sun., Dec. 13 at 2pm  

Members 

 Holiday Party 
Potluck & B.Y.O.B 

 

Prov  isions  
The Samuel Beaumont House &  
William Beaumont Birthplace  
 

Alicia Wayland & Donna Baron 

Lebanonõs sons 

and daughters 

often left their 

eastern 

Connecticut 

homes to find 

their futures 

elsewhere. 

William 

Beaumont is 

better known 

than many of 

these emigrants 

because as a 

young surgeon he 

had the opportunity to study one 

manõs digestive system and then 

publish his findings to worldwide 

acclaim. In 1970, a group of doctors 

from the Beaumont Medical Club at 

the Yale Medical School sought a way 

to honor Dr. Beaumont and his 

scientific accomplishments. They 

decided to undertake preservation of 

Beaumontõs childhood home. 

Deed research combined with local 

traditions led the club members to a 

house on Village Hill. Its attribution as 

the Beaumont house they were 

hunting for was confirmed by using a 

1770-72 map which shows the Beeman 

(a frequent alternative spelling of 

Beaumont) house four miles and fifty-

nine rods from the meetinghouse in 

the center of town. 

The club formed the Beaumont 

Homestead Preservation Trust as a 

separate nonprofit entity to raise funds 

for the purchase and restoration of 

the house. The trust purchased the 

house in 1973 and made plans to move 

it to a more central location on the 

green when the Connecticut DAR, 

owners of the Governor Jonathan 

Trumbull House, offered a site on 

their property behind the governorõs 

house. 

Adding to the history of the house is 

the story of Samuel Beaumont, 

Williamõs father, and his service during 

the American Revolution. In 1775, 

Samuel, with other militia men from 

Lebanon, responded to the Lexington 

alarm and joined the newly formed 

American army outside Boston.  In 

1778, he served as a sergeant in 

Captain Tildenõs company of 

McLellenõs State Regiment.  Following 

his military service, Samuel returned 

to Lebanon and his life as a farmer. He 

may also have earned extra income as 

a cooper (his 1814 probate inventory 

includes a set of cooperõs tools). 

The house in which Samuel and 
Lucretia Abel Beaumont raised nine 
children was typical for a middling 
farmer and his family.  The one and a 
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 Board of Trustees  
 

President 

  Ed Tollmann 
 

Vice President 

  Glenn Pianka 
 

Treasurer 

  Rob Slate 
 

Secretary 

  Alicia Wayland 
 

Buildings & Grounds 

  Jim Mello 
 

Community Events 

  Keith LaPorte 
 

Collections 

  Brian Bartizek 
 

Development 

  Gisele Russo 
 

Education 

  Sara Cross 
 

Exhibitions 

  Margaret McCaw 
 

Finance 

  Connie Berglund 
 

Membership 

  Jan Grigas 
 
 

Nominating 

  Al Vertefeuille 
 

Personnel 

  Betty Forrest 
 

Publications 

  Jacy Worth 
 

Member-at-large 

  Linda Heatherly 
 

 

Ex-Officio 

  Archibald Andrews III 
 

Director  

  Donna Baron 
 

The mission  

of the  

 Lebanon Historical 

Society  

  

The mission of the Society 

is to preserve and to 

interpret all aspects of the 

history of Lebanon, 

Connecticut from its 

earliest inhabitants to the 

present day, with a special 

emphasis on the role of 

Lebanon in the American 

Revolution. 

From the President  
Ed Tollmann 
 

Iõm happy to report that our 43rd Annual Antiques Show went very well. We had 
wonderful weather and many dedicated volunteers. Joyce Okonuk and Brian Bartizek 
had some anxious moments as 20 or more dealers registered at the last minute. They 
both did a great job accommodating the 95+ dealers. Visiting with many of the dealers 
I heard nothing but good comments. Most dealers look forward to the Lebanon show. 
The overall effort of all our volunteers never ceases to amaze me. Keith LaPorte, our 
committee chairman, had things very well organized. Everyone from Joyce and Brian 
arranging the dealers, the set up and breakdown crew, Jim Donnelly and Tim Smith 
getting donuts and coffee ready for dealers, the kitchen and outside crew, gate keepers 
and Betty Forrest and Giselle Russo and  Donna Baron manning our LHS booth. 
Everyone does their job and the day ends up being a great success. 

Thanks to John and Marty Kendall, our hallway has been transformed into a Lebanon 
time line using parts of our òTurning the Soiló exhibit. Visitors can now view Lebanon 
history through the years. 
If you havenõt been in for a while, please  
stop by and see whatõs new. I know youõll 
be pleased. 

On September 15th we did an outreach 
program for the senior center. Our  
program was the Lebanon Quiz Show.  
About 60 seniors stayed after lunch and 
 all seemed to enjoy the show. By having 
outreach programs we can take the LHS 
mission to others who may not ordinarily 
come to the museum. If anyone knows of 
 a group looking for a Lebanon program,  
let Donna know and we can arrange it.  

I want to welcome Jim Mello as our new 
buildings and grounds chairman and Linda 
Heatherly as a member-at-large. Brian 
Bartizek has taken over as Collections 
Chairman. 

I have to say that we have one of the best Boards ever. It is very gratifying to work 
with such a wonderful group. 

Please feel free to all me any time with any concerns or suggestions you may have. My 
phone number is 423-9444. 

The Buckingham Library (Pastor study) is scheduled to be moved to the LHS grounds in 
the spring of 2010. Recently the sills were found to be rotted and will be replaced this 
fall. The site will have to be excavated and then the building will be moved. 

The south wall at the Beaumont House is in terrible condition. The plywood siding is 
rotted right  through to the plaster wall inside. Hopefully it wonõt be wet too far up. 
We are  going to strip the clapboards off this fall and cover with Tyvek until spring. 
Then weõll decide how to proceed. 
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In Memoriam 

Mr. Hugh Trumbull Adams passed away on Friday, Oct. 16, 2009. 

 His manifold contributions to preserving and enhancing our townõs unique historical  

heritage and his generous support for the Lebanon Historical Society are legacies  

for the ages that will be cherished and enjoyed for generations to come. 

 We extend our sympathy to his family and friends. 
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Contact Us:  
The Lebanon  

Historical Society 
856 Trumbull Hwy  

P.O. Box 151 
Lebanon, CT 06249 

 

860-642-6579 
museum@ 

historyoflebanon.org 
 

www. 
historyoflebanon.org 

 

Museum Hours:  
Wed. thru Sat. 
12pm to 4pm 

 

Library & Research  
Center  

Wed. and Sat. only 
12pm to 4pm 

or by appointment. 

  

Directorôs Message 
Donna Baron 
 

Summer 2009 is over and most of us recall lots of rain but very little summery weather.  

Our sunflower garden thrived; the large bright yellow blossom brightened the front of 

the Museum for weeks in late August and September.  Our Second Saturday programs 

succeeded in attracting new visitors and the childrenõs programs òUnlocking Historyõs 

Mysteriesó brought eager young learners despite alternating rain and oppressive heat. 

Cooler weather, blue skies and bright-colored leaves remind us that fall has once again 

blown into Lebanon.  At the Historical Society this means new exhibits, new programs, 

and new plans.  Many of you have expressed a concern that there was not an exhibit 

describing the history of Lebanon anywhere in the Museum.  You were right and this was 

a problem especially for out-of-town visitors.  In late August, volunteers John and Marty 

Kendall began (re)installing òTurning the Soil: the Land and People of Lebanonó in the main 

hallway.  This award-winning exhibit tells Lebanonõs story from the retreat of the glaciers 

into the mid-twentieth century in a series of colorful interpretive panels that many of 

you may recall.  Please come to see it and plan to bring your friends and family. 

When you come you can also visit òFor the Common Good,ó a loan exhibit provided by 

The Last Green Valley.  The exhibit was developed in conjunction with their study of 

town commons and greens in the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor.  When its 

original venue was no longer available, the Lebanon Historical Society became the second 

host site.  Lebanonõs Green is, of course, featured. 

Our holiday exhibit this year will feature toy trains and we invite members to loan 

samples from their childhood train sets.  Please give the museum a call and let us know 

what you have.  Weõd love to find early wooden train sets or a collection of Thomas the 

Tank Engine trains as well as Lionel, Bachman or Aristo-Craft.  This exhibit will open 

during the Christmas Tree Lighting and remain in place into January 2010. 

There is a busy calendar of programs and events this fall and winter.  All these dates are 

included on our new WEB SITE.  If you have not visited www.historyof lebanon.org 

recently, please do so.  While there are still a few bugs to work out and lots more 

information to add, we think that the colorful and easy to use site will keep you informed 

and attract lots of attention.  If you have suggestions for new information to include, 

please let me know.  In fact, please take a few moments to complete the short membersõ 

survey included in this issue of Lebanon Provisions.  The Board and staff want to learn how 

we can serve your needs and interests better.  To do that, we need to know what your 

needs and interests are.  This is an easy way for you to help shape the future of your 

Historical Society. 

 
  

 
Patron  

Carol & Bernard Gauvin, Jr. 

Anne Dudar 

William & Judith Rose 

 

Family  

The Turner Family 

The Green Family 

Mark & Angel Evans 

Jonathan M. & Dorene H. Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual  

Jim McCaw 

Stella Ann Chabot 

Lynne Skead 

Linda Geer Heatherly 

 

 

Senior  

Lillian M. Kablik 

John & Dawn Drum 

Richard Kane 

T.A. & Janice Palmer 

Peg Jusyk 

G. Costa 

Mr. & Mrs. C.J. Saar 

Andrea Stannard         

Jeffry & Lou Stober 

Serge Gabriel 

Anabeth Murphy 

Takes   
 to the road   

 

Our Board and staff are 

a knowledgeable group 

of people and most 

 us like to talk 

 (maybe too much). 

 

If you are a member of 

an organization that is 

looking for a different 

kind of program, LHS 

might be able to help.  

 

 Contact the Museum 

 at 860-642-6579 

 or 

museum@ 

historyof lebanon.org  

for more information. 

 

History Trivia Answer: 

Six and a half hours 

Welcome to  
 all our  

 new members!  

http://www.historyoflebanon.org/
mailto:museum@historyofLebanon.org
mailto:museum@historyofLebanon.org
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Standing the test of time: the story of  
the Grange Hall  
Alicia Wayland 

Note: The summer 2009 issue of 

Provisions included the transcription of a 

talk presented by Mrs. O. D. Fuller on the 

30th anniversary of the Lebanon Grange 

in 1914. In response to the interest 

generated by that article, here is a more 

complete history of the building.  

The building 

historically 

known as the 

Grange Hall 

was built in 

1885 by the 

Grange Hall 

Company on a 

lot purchased 

from Asher P. 

and Annie E. 

Smith. This lot 

abuts the 

home lot of 

the Smiths 

who lived in the house known as 

Redwood. 

The Grange movement, formally 

known as the National Grange of the 

Order of Patrons of Husbandry, began 

in 1867 as a national association of 

farmers to advocate issues important 

to agriculture. The Lebanon Grange, 

Patrons of Husbandry #21 was 

organized March 31, 1884, the third 

Grange established in Connecticut. 

The following August, Grange 

members drew up the Grange Hall 

Company Articles of Association to 

establish and locate in Lebanon "a Hall 

and Store for the social and business 

purposes of the Lebanon Grange." 

Although signed August 26, 1884, the 

document was not filed  with the 

Town Clerk until February 5, 1885, 

one week before the deed to purchase 

the lot was signed with the Smiths. The 

deed states that the lot is "to be used 

for a site for a building used for 

'Grange' purposes, containing a Hall, a 

Reading Room and a Store." 

Members had collected enough money 

from the sale of shares in the company 

to erect this impressive building, which 

soon became a focal point for many 

community activities. Upstairs was a 

large auditorium with a stage where 

many public entertainments and 

lectures took place. It was also used as 

a basketball court and for school 

graduations. The building had a library 

and reading room. 

The store was on the ground floor but 

operating the cooperative store 

became a burden to members. In 1892 

the Grange leased the store to Wilbur 

L. L. Spencer, who ran a very 

successful mercantile business in the 

hall. Eventually Spencer gave up the 

lease to concentrate on his grain and 

feed business. 

Various renters then operated the 

store, including William A. Pultz. The 

Grange Hall Company sold the building 

to Pultz in 1930. Pultz was appointed 

postmaster Nov. 1, 1929, serving until 

1945. The Leonard's Bridge post office 

was closed in 1931, the rural routes 

were changed, and 

the Lebanon post office was moved 

to this store. 

In 1945 Pultz sold the store to Edward 

Maloney, who assumed charge as 

postmaster until Vincent Kelley 

assumed charge on Oct. 1, 1946. 

 

Through your  

  generosity weõve 

 raised $3,625.00 
 so far!  

Goal $15,000 
$14,000 
$13,000 
$12,000 
$11,000 
$10,000 
$9,000 
$8,000 
$7,000 
$6,000 
$5,000 
$4,000 
$3,000 
$2,000 
$1,000 
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Exhibit News  
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The Veterans display will 

 be coming down mid 

 November and a Toy Trains 

display will be up just in time 

 for the tree lighting on 

 December 6. 

òTurning the Soil:  

The Land and People of  

 Lebanonó has been 

 reinstalled in the hallway. 

Town Greens traveling exhibit is 

up in our extended gift shop.  

Lebanon Volunteer Fire  

Department  exhibit is up until 

mid January when it will be 

 replaced by an exhibit about 

 Jonathan Trumbull as a merchant.  

 

 

Continued on page 7 


